 Venous thromboembolism (VTE), is a major health problem associated with substantial healthcare resource utilization and economic burden. 1  Studies report VTE incidence ranging from 0.75 to 2.69 per 1,000 person/years across Europe. 2-8  The burden of VTE has been found to be high, with 370,012 VTE-related deaths reported in 2004 across six European countries (France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden, and the UK). 9  Among the total VTE-related deaths, 59% (217,394) were expected to result from untreated VTE, thus revealing the danger of inadequate treatment. 9  Limited data available on VTE treatment patterns in Europe, especially after the new oral anticoagulants (NOAC) are approved.
 The CRFs may selectively under-represent the most severely under-treated patient population due to failure to follow-up adequately with physicians (e.g. patients who died or did not return for follow-up care).
 Variations in physician attributes (e.g., different specialties, years of physician experience, and different geographic locations) may affect the types of patients recruited, with both positive (e.g., accounting for a greater variation of physician, patient, and healthcare system types) and negative (e.g., over-representing specific physician or patient types) consequences. 
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